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Alfoldy, Sandra. NeoCraft: 
Modernity and the Crafts. Press of 
the Novia Scotia College of Art and 
Design, 2007.

“This collection of essays from the 
2007 Neocraft conference in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, which took 
place during my first year at the 
Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design, has been immensely 
influential to me and represents a 
turning point in my life as a 
craftsperson and craft ‘thinker’. 
NeoCraft and its editor Sandra 
Alfoldy have enabled me to go 
through my technical, conceptual 
and academic craft education with 
an eagerness to stretch and mend 
and warp and fix and participate in 
the practice of craft, the dialectic of 
craft and the perception of craft 
through perspectives ranging from 
fashion theory to philosophy, from 
anthropology to design.

In my mind, NeoCraft represents 
the foundation of my 
understanding of the different 
ways to be critical and the different 
ways to be inclusive and engaged 
in the impassioned discourse 
surrounding craft and modernity.”

Kara Bargmann
Featured Librarian
November
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Dormer, Peter and Ralph Turner. 
The New Jewelry: Trends and 
Traditions. Thames and Hudson: 
2nd edition, 1994.

“The New Jewelry, published for the 
first time in 1985 and again in 
1994, came into my life during my 
undergraduate degree as a jeweler 
and metalsmith at NSCAD 
University. It represents a landmark 
in the evolution of contemporary 
jewelry practice and scholarship, 
and for me represents the 
realization that contemporary 
jewelry practice itself is a form of 
scholarship, a representation of 
new theories and ideas in a 
different language.
The act of creation itself can be a 
fix—a rescue from stagnation, from 
clichés, from all the shortcomings 
of language. The New Jewelry, 
even if the text is ignored, 
represents a concept that 
academic language for me has 
always fallen short of expressing 
but that creation has made natural: 
conceptual jewelry—conceptual 
craft.”

Kara Bargmann
Featured Librarian
November




